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hurry for unknown, allegedly dishonorable reasons. After he
had studied and taught all the science of his time, he wrote a
book, On the Uncertainty and Vanity of the Arts and Sciences
and the Excellency of the Word of God.
In the following chapters, we shall pause to consider the
unorthodox interests which for a while kept Paracelsus from
pursuing his medical career. As he himself testified, he was
ready to take up "other pursuits," probably alchemy or other
"magic" sciences.19 Christopher Marlowe did nothing but ver-
sify the old sixteenth century book of Dr. Faustus when he
wrote:
Philosophy is odious and obscure,
Both Law and Physic are for petty wits;
Divinity is basest of the three,
Unpleasant, harsh, contemptible, and vile:
'Tis magic, magic that hath ravished me.